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           Gordon Gore Photo 

Kaleb Ledoux casts colourful shadows as he demonstrates Light and Colour. 
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Kaleb Ledoux presented the Light and Colour show on Thursday August 4. This is one of the 
most popular shows at the BIG Little Science Centre. Kaleb has a B.Sc. degree in  biology and 
chemistry from Thompson Rivers University. 
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Some Candid Shots at the BIG Little Science Centre 
Gordon Gore Photos 
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Wildlife in a Rock Pile 
Gordon Gore 

 
Near the entrance to Dunes Drive, which leads to the clubhouse at The Dunes Golf Club in 
Kamloops, there is an imposing pile of very large rocks, dug up by excavators while digging 
basements for the houses that line Dunes Drive. Yours truly is not a biologist, but I find it 
fascinating how many 'critters' visit this rocky environment. Interestingly, almost all of them are 
coloured so that they blend in with the rocks, and one has to look carefully to see them. 
 

   
 

 
 
 Recently I came upon another covey of chukars on the rock pile. It was impossible to 
photograph them all, because they were very numerous and quite spread out. This photo shows 
a small fraction of the group. They soon toddled off to the grassy hill opposite the golf course. 
 

 The first time I noticed  activity in the rock pile 
was in the spring of 2014, when I approached it on 
my power wheel chair, on the way to the golf course. 
From a distance I could see maybe a dozen chukars 
all over the pile. When they became aware of my 
presence, all but one quickly hid in the rocks. One 
remained as a sentinel. I was able to photograph it. 
 
  The chukar partridge is a beautiful bird. One 
can easily see how the rock pile or the long grass on 
the hills of Westsyde serve as excellent camouflage. 
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 This summer a family of marmots seems to like hiding in the rock pile. At least one of 
them was there along with the visiting chukars, so they seem to coexist peacefully. 
 
 I have seen many birds perched on top of the rock pile, surveying their surroundings and 
singing their favourite tunes. These include a robin, a female brown-headed cowbird, and a 
sparrow who sat and sang relentlessly on the rock pile almost daily last spring, trying to attract a 
mate. 
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Staff and Volunteer Appreciation Event 
Photos by Angela Gibson 

 

 
 

  
Anisha cutting a cake she made for the 
volunteers and staff. 

Volunteers, Staff and Directors, at 
a Lunch in appreciation of our 
volunteers and to say good-bye to 
the summer students. Some are 
finished their term at the Centre 
next week. 
 
Starting on the right front: Nik, 
Anisha, Kaleb (summer students), 
Erik (volunteer), Lance (director), 
Ariane (Quebec summer student, 
behind Lance), Elise, Gwen, 
Karen, (volunteers), Susan (staff), 
Steven (volunteer), Dave, Eric 
(directors), Ken (volunteer), 
Ashley (summer student), Gord 
(executive director). Behind the 
Camera, Angela (volunteer) 
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Teacher-Directed Activities with Light 
This activity may be requested at the BIG Little Science Centre. 

 

What Colours Are in ‘Black’ Ink? 
 

     
 

You Need: 
 
1 black overhead projector pen, with non-permanent (water soluble) ink 
1 small beaker filled with water 
2 paper filter disks 
1 film container or similar circular object 
1 pencil 
 
What to Do 
 
1.  Fill a 150 mL beaker nearly to the top with tap water. 
2.  Using a film container or a 2-3 cm washer as a guide, draw a circle in the middle of a filter paper, using an overhead 

projector pen that uses non-permanent ink. 
3.  Use a sharp pencil to poke a hole about 2 mm diameter, in the centre of the filter paper. 
4.  Prepare a ‘wick’ using a filter paper that has been folded in the middle three times. 
5.  Poke the wick through the hole in the first filter paper. 
6.  Sit the filter paper on top of the beaker full of water so that water will rise through the wick and wet the filter paper 

with the ink circle on it. 
7.  Wait a few minutes and see what happens to the ‘black’ ink. 
 
Question 
 
How many distinct colours can you find in the pattern left by the water passing through the block ink circle?  
 

                

You have just used a procedure called paper 
chromatography to separate the various parts that 
make up the ‘black’ ink in the overhead projector 
pen. 
 
The photograph on the left shows the results of a 
similar experiment. 
 
Try other colours of non-permanent ink pens, if 
time permits. 
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Comical Critters 
Gordon Gore Photo 

 
 

O.K., just one photo. But I don't give autographs! 
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Comical Critters 
Gordon Gore Photo 

 

 

Crows are intelligent birds, but this time they seem to be 'stumped'. 
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This Newsletter is a publication of BIG Little Science Centre Society  

Mailing Address Box 882 Station Main Kamloops BC V2C 5M8 
Location: 655 Holt Street Kamloops BC V2B 5G2 Website  http://blscs.org 

Executive Director: Gord Stewart Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC  E-Mail: gord@blscs.org 
Assistant Operator: Susan Hammond Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC E-Mail: susan@blscs.org 

Newsletter Editor:  Dr. Gordon R. Gore  F-411, 3255 Overlander Drive, Kamloops BC V2B 0A5   
Home phone  778 472 2014               E-Mail: gordongore0@gmail.com 

 

Back issues of BIGScience can be viewed at <http://web.blscs.org/newsletters> . 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre is open to the public at these times: 
Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

CLOSED SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS 
Phone: 250 554 2572   E-mail Gord@blscs.org  or  Susan@blscs.org 

 

A family membership is $60.00/year. An individual membership is $45.00/year. A family membership consists 
of five directly related people. (This includes any combination of grandparents, parents and children).!Individual 
day rates are:  

Adults (16 to 59)  $6     Seniors (60 plus) $4      Youth (6 to 15 years old)  $3        Family $15. 
Children 5 years old or younger) Free 

Visit our website blscs.org for more details on the benefits of membership. 

 
Drop-in Visit Information 

 

What is a Drop-in Visit?    
 
During drop-in times our hands-on rooms are open for visitors to tour at their leisure. The 
rooms have approximately 140 stations of hands-on activities to try. We also have an activity or 
show running Saturdays! 
 
Drop-in Visiting hours 
 
• Tuesday - Saturday 10:00 - 4:00 
• Check Facebook or twitter for the latest information. 
 
For safety purposes we require children under age 16 be accompanied by a minimum number of 
supervising adults: 
 
• For children 4 years old and under, 1 adult per every 3 children is required. 
• For children 5 years old to 9 years old, 1 adult per every 5 children is required. 
• For children 10 years old to 16 years old, 1 adult per 10 children is required. 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre is Closed Sundays and Holidays. 


